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Shalom Haver/era,

 My name is Malka Osheroff-Gerzon, and I am the head of the Education Department of the Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism. (IMPJ).  

We are presently involved in outreach Jewish education to 45 public schools throughout Israel, specifically training teachers and principals about Reform Judaism and pluralism.  We have taken on the challenge of introducing a more egalitarian way of thinking for a society that has the tendency to view established religion in a negative light.

In addition to working with schools and educators, we have established an early-childhood program, which now numbers 41 ganei yeladim (nursery schools) around the country. Our program is for children ages 2 1/2-6. We are presently developing a curriculum that will include all aspects of Jewish lifecycles and holidays. This model for instilling Jewish education in the pre-schools is a prototype and a new and exciting concept for us. 

I was recently contacted by Amnon Weigler, Vice-President of Oranim Educational Initiatives, who is organizing the Pardes teachers’ trip to Israel. He asked me to meet with the group to introduce our programs and discuss mutual issues as Jewish educators. 

We greatly look forward to this meeting on March 2 with your teachers, who we will be meeting with Israeli teachers as well. Hopefully this will encourage a grassroots connection and bridge building between our department and the Reform Day Schools. We hope this first meeting will lead to a deeper connection, which will eventually include a personal meeting with the school principals as well. 

We would be very pleased if you could assist us in facilitating this ongoing connection once your teachers return, and help us promote future activities between our schools and staff.

B’Shalom,
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